
Natural choice for healthy  
growth and performance

More 
than just 
calf milk



Calf rearing is one of the most intensive and satisfying aspects of dairy  

farming and has always been considered important. But the true picture  

of just how crucial successful rearing is to the overall health and  

performance of a herd is now becoming clear.

Milkivit stands for dedication to quality milk replacers for over 60 years,  

and this experience combined with the latest scientific knowledge can  

help you ensure a healthy future for your dairy farm.

Ensuring a  
healthy future for  
your dairy farm
For the dairy farmer, business success  
means balancing a wide range of factors.  
At the heart of this challenge lies the need to  
look after your cows and improve productivity,  
while controlling overall workload and costs.
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The LifeStart 
Programme
LifeStart is the biggest development in dairy farming  
for years. We’re under pressure to work more  
effectively and this is a natural way to achieve that.

High growth in the first weeks of life (800g to 1,000g daily  
gain) means more milk in the first and second lactation.

The latest dairy farming science shows that the first eight to ten weeks of a calf’s life 

provide a huge opportunity to boost the lifetime performance of the cow. This effect  

is defined as metabolic programming, whereby an animal’s productive potential  

as an adult is influenced by the growth achieved early in life.

The LifeStart Programme derives from scientific studies that used intensive feeding  

to achieve above average growth pre-weaning. These studies conclusively prove  

that this increased rate of growth leads to greater productivity. LifeStart is dedicated  

to providing the information and expertise to help both farmers and the dairy  

industry take advantage of this exciting discovery.

Aims of the LifeStart Programme

Combined with the LifeStart™ Programme,  

Milkivit helps to rear calves that grow into  

healthy and productive cows. 

For more information:lifestartscience.com

To cowFrom calf

• Strong healthy growth
• Less diarrhoea
• Fewer respiratory issues
• Optimal rumen development

• Higher milk yield
• Strong, durable cows
• Higher lifetime production
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How to use Milkivit to rear more robust calves that  
are healthier and more productive for their entire life.

Most of the studies that proved the LifeStart principle used high quality milk replacer  

and a simple, intensive feeding schedule. Shown on the right is an example of such  

a schedule that we have developed to help you achieve the LifeStart effect using 

Milkivit. This has already achieved some excellent results.

•  After three days colostrum give LifeStart approved  

high-quality milk replacer at the higher dose of 150g/litre

•  From second week provide good quality straw  

and calf concentrate or a specific calf dry-TMR

•  Gradually increase the drinking volume to at  

least six litres per day during the first two weeks

•  Maintain the drinking volume of six litres until the  

sixth week of life

•  After six weeks begin to reduce amount of milk by  

1.5 litres on the first day then gradually to zero

NOTE: 
The rearing 
plan for LifeStart 
requires about 
48kg of milk 
replacer.

The LifeStart 
Programme with high 
quality milk replacer 

1x diseasedHealthy 2x diseased ≥3x diseased
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Source: Trilk and Münch, 2010

•  In the ninth week feed milk to the calves once  

a day (in the evening)

•  During cold weather increase the dosage  

of milk replacer by about 20%

• Control diarrhoea using Farm-o-san Rediar

• Give clean, fresh water all the time

• Clean the drinking vessels immediately after every meal

•  Calves should have doubled their birth weight  

by eight weeks of age
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With the ever present need to protect and nurture your 
animals and your business, it is common sense to want 
to give your calves the best possible start to life. Milkivit 
provides you with a range of options to do just that.

Quality of ingredients is what we’re all about and with highest quality skimmed milk 

and whey powders, our milk replacers contain the perfect balance of nutrients to rear 

strong and healthy calves.

Milkivit - more than 
just calf milk

LifeStart Programme – Key Results

And don’t forget that we 

also offer expert support 

to help you use Milkivit 

to raise healthier, more 

productive cows.

For the calf

The combination of a 

complete nutritional  

profile and disease  

control programme  

gives your calves  

optimal growth.

For the farmer

Milkivit gives you:

•  Peace of mind that you 

are doing the best for 

your calves

•  The business benefits 

of improved lifetime 

performance
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Good for your  
calves, good for  
your business
Milkivit milk replacers are made using the highest  
quality ingredients providing the best possible  
calf nutrition.

Formulated to achieve different rearing and business objectives,  
Professional, Premium and Turbo meet the LifeStart quality criteria,  
defined through scientific studies.

The primary limiting amino acids for growth are lysine and methionine.  

Milkivit’s calf milk replacers are formulated to contain the optimum level  

of these essential amino acids.

The Milkivit calf milk replacer health pack promotes the nutrition of a rapidly  

growing calf by supporting a healthy digestive and respiratory system.

Milkivit Turbo is a quality milk 

replacer, with a strong emphasis 

on calf health and is ideally suitable 

for bought-in calves. Milkivit Turbo 

contains the  Milkivit Health and 

Amino Acid Pack and Pulmo+ is 

included as standard. Milkivit Turbo 

is easy to mix in a solution of 125–

150g/litre.

Milkivit Active is a high quality calf 

milk replacer, highly digestible and, 

as with all the Milkivit range, suitable 

for most modern feeding situations.   

Milkivit Active should be mixed  

in a solution of 125g/litre.

Milkivit Professional
Oil  20%

Protein  24%

Milkivit Turbo Milkivit Active
Oil  17%

Protein     21%

Oil  16%

Protein  20%
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Milkivit Professional is a LifeStart 

milk replacer ideal for dairy heifer 

replacements. Based on skimmed 

milk powder, it has the highest 

level of essential amino acids for 

optimum growth and development. 

Containing the Milkivit Health and 

Amino Acid Pack, it supports a robust 

immune system. Milkivit Professional 

should be mixed in a solution  

of 150g/litre.

Milkivit Premium
Oil  17%

Protein      23%

Milkivit Premium is proven over many 

years, suited to all systems and as 

part of the LifeStart Programme. 

Milkivit Premium includes the Milkivit 

Health and Amino Acid Pack. Also 

available with Pulmo+. Milkivit 

Premium is easy to mix in a solution 

of 125–150g/litre.



Reasons to 
choose Milkivit
• It’s more than just calf milk

• Gives calves the best possible start

• Activates the LifeStart Programme

• Excellent palatability, solubility and digestibility

• Natural and sustainable

• Contains specially selected oils, proteins, vitamins and minerals

• Promotes health and a reduced need for antibiotics

Trouw Nutrition Ireland 
36 Ship Street, Belfast, Co Antrim, BT15 1JL, Northern Ireland 

T: +44 (0)28 28 9074 8233 E: sales.tni@nutreco.com


